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MALE STUDENTS
45%

FEMALE STUDENTS
55%

58%
AFTER POST-TEST

STUDENTS SHOWED 
EDUCATIONAL GAIN

83STUDENTS 
RECEIVED

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS/GED

28,084
HOURS OF 

INSTRUCTION

STATUS AT TIME 
OF ENROLLMENT
EMPLOYED  - 284

NOT IN WORKFORCE - 32
UNEMPLOYED �  138

GARDEN CITY CAREER CONNECTION ACADEMY

ELA � ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
ABE - ADULT BASIC EDUCATION
GED � GENERAL EDUCATION DIPLOMA

ELA -  20,884
ABE -  7,200

ENROLLMENT
GED - 117
ESL - 338
ABE - 161

616

30
STUDENTS

COUNTRIES

FROM

GCCCA RECEIVES 
RECOGNITION 
FROM THE KANSAS 
BOARD OF REGENTS
Garden City Career Connections Academy (GCCCA) was 
one of two adult education programs recognized by 
the Kansas Board of Regents (KBOR) at the Workforce 
Innovations Conference on October 4, 2022.  Out of the 
20 adult education programs in Kansas, GCCCA was 
highlighted for “outstanding commitment to education 
and employment” and for “collaboration and support 
of workforce partnerships”.  GCCC and GCCCA have an 
excellent partnership with Tyson Fresh Meats in which 
Tyson employees can continue their education through 
GCCCA without leaving the Tyson facility, thanks to a 
mobile classroom.  

GCCCA STATS

18 TYSON EMPLOYEES GRADUATE FROM GCCCA

READ
FULL

ARTICLE
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UPDATES FROM

Follow the  
GCCC STEM Central
Facebook page 
for program updates!

YEAR TWO TITLE III STEM GRANT
ACTIVITY & CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
ABOUT THE GRANT
The Title III STEM program activities are through a $5 
million grant from the Department of Education.  This 
5-year grant, awarded in September 2021, will allow 
for expanded Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) instruction, the development of three 
new programs (Computer Support Specialist, Robotics, and 
Crop Production), summer programs hosted on campus, 
and the addition of a STEM Success Center at GCCC.

ACTIVITY UPDATES
The Title III STEM program is in year two of its five 
year grant. GCCC continued through 2022-2023 to 
work with staff, students, and administration on the 
following activities:
•	 Develop and pilot Computer Support Specialist 

program
•	 Develop Crop Production Technology Program 
•	 Develop Robotics Program
•	 Convert STEM courses to Online courses
•	 Create and pilot STEM Summer program
•	 Continue developing articulation agreements 

with in-state 4-year institutions
•	 Continue STEM tutoring program

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
The construction of the new STEM Success Center 
was in full swing and on schedule through 2022-2023. 
The steel beams, roofing, plumbing, and electrical 
were all completed and masonry and sheet rock were 
near completion in the spring of 2023. The project is 
on schedule for an August 2023 opening. 
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NEW STEM SUMMER CAMPS
BECOME STAPLE TO GCCC
Learning to fly drones and 
programming a favorite video 
game - these are the main 
features of the first two STEM 
Summer Camps hosted by 
GCCC’s STEM programs. 

July 19-21, 2022, the camp 
“Icarus Rising - the Science 
of Drones” featured three 
days of hands-on learning 
about drone technology 
for local middle and high 
school students.  During 
the camp, students learned 
drone-related information 
including aerodynamics, 
structure, applications of 
drones, and sketch designs. 
The students flew drones 
through an obstacle course 
challenge and watched a 
drone demonstration f rom 
special guest, Nathan Howard, 
Assistant Professor of Applied 
Technology at Fort Hays State 

University.  They also learned 
various methods of coding and 
the inner workings of drones 
from Yuriy Drubiniskiy, Camp 
Lead, and GCCC Robotics 
Instructor. 

After great success of their 
f irst summer camp, GCCC 
STEM hosted a second camp 
on June 13-15, 2023 which 
featured Cybersecurity topics 
and a chance for local high 
school juniors and seniors 
to investigate computer 
networking, cybersecurity 
and programming through 
the game “Minecraft”. 

B o t h  c a m p s  w e r e  a  
collaboration between Garden 
City Community College and 
Fort Hays State University. 
Funding was provided by 
GCCC’s Title III STEM Grant, a 
5-year, $5 million grant. 

The GCCC Endowment Association 
received a scholarship donation 
from Pioneer Communications. 
Through this, a $1,000 scholarship 
will be awarded to the winner of the 
annual GCCC Title III STEM Summer 
camp. The 2023 scholarship winner 
was Perla Torres, of Garden City, KS.  

PIONEER 
COMMUNICATIONS 
SPONSORS SCHOLARSHIP FOR 

CYBERSECURITY 
CAMP WINNER

Follow the  
GCCC STEM Central
Facebook page 
for program updates!

NEW STEM SUMMER CAMPS

PIONEER 
COMMUNICATIONS
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$482,000 IN TAX CREDITS BENEFIT 
THE NEW STEM SUCCESS CENTER

To assist in the cost of construction of the 
STEM Success Center, GCCC sold Kansas 
Department of Revenue tax credits to be 
used for the ongoing STEM Success Center 
project, a 10,000 square feet addition 
to the Warren Fouse Science and Math 
building. 

GCCC received donations in the form of 
a tax credits throughout 2022 and 2023 
totaling $482,000. Donors are recognized 
in the STEM building addition foyer.

On December 14, 2022, GCCC received a 
$50,000 donation from American AgCredit 
to assist in purchasing a 48’ x 84’ greenhouse 
that will will be located north of the tennis 
courts. 

As part of GCCC’s Title III Hispanic Serving 
Institution STEM Grant, a new Crop Production 
Technology program is in development. The 

program is set to begin in Fall 2023 and will 
allow year-round hands-on experiences 
for students to learn how crops are grown, 
maintained, and evaluated throughout the 
growing period -- setting a strong foundation 
for the next generation to enter the agriculture 
workforce or production agricultural industry.

AMERICAN AGCREDIT
DONATES TO GCCC FOR NEW GREENHOUSE 
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ELIGIBLE PROGRAMS

As part of the Title III Hispanic Service 
Institutions (HSI) STEM grant, these NEW 
program offerings provide pathways for 
students to study high tech fields that are in 
high demand.

ROBOTICS & 
MECHATRONICS
Certif icate B is a 31-credit, two-semester 
sequence. 
Associate in Applied Science (AAS) - this 
64-credit , two year technical pathway would 
prepare students for entry into industry 
immediately after leaving GCCC.  

Students within the Robotics program will be 
prepared for industry certification in Smart 
Automation Certification Alliance (SACA). 
Questions? Contact: 

Yuriy Drubinskiy	
Asst. Professor of Robotics	  
yuriy.drubinskiy@gcccks.edu

COMPUTER SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST
The Certificate B is a 31-credit, two-semester 
sequence of courses that build on the existing 
Certificate A option, providing students basic 
information about information security.

The AAS (Associate in Applied Science) option 
is a full, 64-credit, two-year sequence of 
courses that builds on the Certificate B option.

Currently, GCCC offers a Certif icate A in 
Computer Support Specialist and Associate 
in Science transfer pathways in Cybersecurity 
as well as general Computer Science.  

Questions? Contact:

Ron Carlson	
Associate Professor of 
Computer Science 
ronald.carlson@gcccks.edu

TWO NEW
STEM PROGRAMS
SET TO START FALL 2023

TWO NEW
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TITLE IX 
NON-DISCRIMINATION
ANTI-HARASSMENT

ADA/EQUAL ACCESS 
& ACCOMMODATIONS

HERE’S WHY...

620-276-7611   •   www.gcccks.edu

READ MORE ABOUT WHY GCCC IS THE BEST 
TRANSFER INSTITUTION IN KANSAS!

1.	 REVOLUTIONARY BACHELOR’S PREPARATION 
It’s a NEW DAY for bachelor’s degree preparation in Kansas! We’re working hard to be the 
best option for higher education in Southwest Kansas. We’re on a mission to revolutionize 
degree preparation and degree completion!

2.	 AFFORDABLE EDUCATION 
Less tuition means your degree cost less! If students attend GCCC the first two years, they 
not only get the same quality education, but their total college investment would be a 
FRACTION of the cost. Lower costs mean that it is easier to pay your tuition & fees with a 
combination of federal aid, scholarships, and grants. Many students leave GCCC virtually 
debt free!

3.	 STRUCTURED TO SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING 
For accreditation, GCCC must meet the same faculty qualifications policy as four-year 
universities throughout the country. This means our faculty are highly-qualified Master’s 
and Ph.D.-educated experts in their fields. 

4.	SUCCESSFULLY PREPARES STUDENTS FOR THEIR NEXT STEPS 
GCCC prepares students to achieve their transfer goal. GCCC’s Advising staff can help 
students stay on track to complete the correct courses for the major students want to 
pursue after GCCC. 

5.	 YOU CAN START HERE AND FINISH HERE 
GCCC graduates can continue their education right here at HOME in and around Garden 
City. We currently have programs and courses on campus with Newman University, Fort 
Hays State University, and the University of Kansas. More programs will start soon as GCCC 
continues to work with Kansas universities to bring more bachelor’s degree options to 
campus and to the area. 

GCCC: THE BEST
TRANSFER INSTITUTION IN KANSAS


